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Board Minutes – January 24, 2007 
 
 
Please note: Because regular Issaquah School Board meetings are now being recorded and made available in 
their entirety for listening via podcast at www.issaquah.wednet.edu/podcasts/ minutes will reflect board 
action/direction and general topic discussion only. 
 
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
The January 24, 2007 meeting of the Issaquah School Board was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by Acting 
President Jan Woldseth in the Board Room at the Administration Service Center.  With Ms. Woldseth were 
directors Brian Deagle, Connie Fletcher, Suzanne Weaver, Mike Winkler and Superintendent Janet Barry. 
 
Deborah Parsons led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Minutes – None  
 
Establishment of Regular Agenda – No changes 
 
Approval of Consent Agenda
Ms. Fletcher moved, and Mr. Winkler seconded, that the consent agenda be approved as presented.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  Action was taken as noted on the following consent agenda items. 
1. Nine gifts were accepted: 1) $2,500 for the Robotics Club at Issaquah High; 2) $5,000 for five $1000-

scholarships for graduating seniors at Issaquah High; 3) $9,000 to be used to supplement the technology 
needs at Pine Lake Middle School; 4) $20,059. for new playground equipment at Maple Hills Elementary; 
5) $3,000 to purchase ten technology cards for the technology program at Sunset Elementary; 6) $5,000 
for art lessons that would help students meet state art requirements at Newcastle Elementary; 7) $8,000 to 
help pay for a consultant for a ‘hands-on’ science program to help students meet the state requirements at 
Newcastle Elementary; 8) $31,000 towards a counselor’s salary for the 9th grade depression program for 
students at PCFC and Liberty High Schools; 9) $6,745.29 for the District’s Teaching and Learning 
Department’s curriculum program for K-12 students. 

2. Approved non-continuing, provisional and continuing contracts as presented for the 2006-07 school year 
(listing attached to official minutes). 

3. Approved leave(s) of absence without pay for the 2006-07 school year as presented (listing attached to 
official minutes). 

4. Approved new classified employees as presented (listing attached to official minutes). 
5. Approved classified resignations/retirements/terminations as presented (listing attached to official 

minutes).   
 
Public
• Superintendent Barry read Gov. Gregoire’s proclamation declaring January School Board Recognition 

Month, and expressed appreciation to Issaquah School Board members for their work on behalf of 
Issaquah students. 

• David Douglas, Skyline attendance area – input on school year calendar/school closures 
 
 
Board Reorganization 
Superintendent Barry assumed the gavel to preside over the election of a Board President for the ensuing year 
and declared the nominations open for the position. 
 
Ms. Fletcher nominated Ms. Woldseth for the position of Board President.  There were no further nominations.   
Ms. Weaver moved nominations be closed.  Motion to close nominations was seconded by Mr. Deagle.  By roll-
call vote Ms. Woldseth was elected to the position of Board President with members Deagle, Fletcher, Weaver 
and Woldseth voting aye; member Winkler abstained. 
 
 

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/podcasts/
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President Woldseth declared nominations open for the position of Legislative Representatives for a two-year 
term.  Mr. Deagle nominated Ms. Fletcher to the position of Legislative Representative and Mr. Winkler 
seconded the nomination.  Mr. Deagle moved, and Ms. Weaver seconded, that nominations be closed. Motion 
carried unanimously.  By roll call vote Ms. Fletcher was unanimously elected to a two-year term as Legislative 
Representative.   
 
Middle School #5
Superintendent Barry outlined the changing conditions and indicators leading to the administrative 
recommendation to repurpose bond funds for middle school #5 cost savings.  Dr. Barry presented a timeline 
(copy attached to official minutes) illustrating how factors related to enrollment, operating costs, and land and 
construction costs have evolved from August, 2005 to the present.   
 
8:30 p.m.  Break 
8:40 p.m.  Back to order 
8:58 p.m.  Mr. Winkler had to leave the meeting due to a family emergency. 
 
There was considerable discussion and Superintendent Barry and Assistant Superintendent Dean Mack 
responded.  In brief, two points Dr. Barry emphasized were: (1) previous rapid growth in the District’s student 
population (which generates revenue) has had a “masking effect” on the impact of (2) the systemic flaw in Basic 
Education Funding in Washington State which is “at the root” of our situation.   
 
Community input to the Board was given by:  Floyd Rogers, Skyline attendance area; Richard Bush, BLMS 
attendance area; Patrick Murphy, Maywood principal on behalf of the Maywood Site Council (written statement 
attached to official minutes); Richard Bush; Melissa Young, BLMS attendance area; Heather Gillette, Skyline 
attendance area; and Marianne Kersten, Issaquah High attendance area. 
 
Ms. Fletcher moved the Board schedule a public hearing to consider changed conditions in the District that may 
impact the construction of a fifth middle school.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Deagle.  Following some 
discussion, the motion was withdrawn by Ms. Fletcher.   
 
Mr. Deagle moved the board determine that changed conditions warrant repurposing bond funds raised at the 
February 2006 election for the purpose of constructing a fifth middle school and instead using those funds to 
expand Skyline and Issaquah High Schools.  This motion was seconded by Ms. Weaver and, following 
discussion, carried unanimously.   
 
Mr. Deagle moved the Board schedule a public hearing on Tuesday, February 13th at 7 p.m. in the 
Administration Building on the subject of discussing the changed conditions of enrollment, operating costs, land 
and construction costs, as justifying the repurposing of bond funds away from building a fifth middle school and 
to expanding Skyline and Issaquah High Schools.   Following a second by Ms. Weaver, the motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
In response to a question from Anne Moore, the Board clarified that the public hearing on the 13th is for input 
only – no action will be taken at that time.  Comment sheets for written input will be provided. 
 
10:30 p.m.  Break 
10:40 p.m.  Back to Order 
 
 
Monitoring Report: EL-10 Instructional Program
The Board agreed to table this report to the February 14th regular meeting. 
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Superintendent Search Update
President Woldseth provided an update on the superintendent search process.   
• Board surveys from Ray and Associates are due in March. 
• Two Board members, Ms. Weaver and Ms. Fletcher, agreed to work with Ray and Associates to develop 

interview questions.  All board members will provide topics of interest from which questions will be drawn. 
• Date/location for interviews will be established at the February 14th meeting.  At this time a location near the 

airport for the convenience of travelers on Saturday, February 24th sounds do-able for the Board. 
 
GP-1 and GP-2 – Monitoring Follow-Up
The Board agreed to postpone this item to the February 14th meeting.  Board members also discussed 
• Need for a Board retreat – no date scheduled 
• Retreat topics included: team building, monitoring the Board’s policies, the Board’s policy timeline for 

monitoring, new board member orientation, an evaluation of Policy Governance in the District. 
 
Ms. Weaver moved the Board schedule a special meeting at 4 p.m. on Monday, February 5th as a board training 
session and discussion on Policy Governance and address an op ed piece on the Governor’s proposed 
budget.(the board agreed on the italicized language later in the meeting).  The motion was seconded by 
Ms. Fletcher and carried unanimously. 
 
Legislative Matters
• Ms. Fletcher agreed to serve as the Board’s FRN (Federal Relations Network) representative. 
• Ms. Woldseth agreed to serve as the Board’s NAAN (National Affiliate Advocacy Network) 

representative. 
• Ms. Fletcher shared a list of bills being put forward in Olympia that are being closely watched.  

Ms. Fletcher agreed to the Board’s request that she draft an op ed piece for the Board’s 
consideration at the meeting on February 5th.  The Board directed the administration to include 
motion language setting that meeting to include finalization of the op ed piece to the meeting’s 
agenda.  Note: subsequently that meeting was cancelled (Mr. Deagle had a work emergency 
precluding his participation).   

 
Works in Progress
Superintendent Barry presented brief updates on various activities throughout the District. 
 
Announcements and Correspondence – None 
 
Calendar – None  
 
Debrief
Board members felt the meeting “stayed on track” and that all issues covered were related to Policy Governance.   
 
11:15 p.m.  Return to Executive Session – announced the session would last approx. 15 minutes and no action 

would follow. 
11:35 p.m.  Return to Open Session 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:35 p.m.   
 
 


